


 
 

1

Rails-to-Trails
Wisconsin was the first state to convert 
abandoned railways to multiuse paths. 
These former rail beds feature minimal 
grades and no motorized traffic, making 
them popular with families, novices and 
experts. One of the best known, the Elroy-
Sparta Trail in west central Wisconsin, is the 
nation’s first rails-to-trails conversion. It’s 
famous for its three-quarters-mile-long train 
tunnel carved into the hillside – headlamps 
or flashlights are necessary. This 32-mile 
trail connects with other state and local bike 
trails providing hundreds of miles of trails.  

Road biking 
Try this on for size: Wisconsin’s secondary 
road system is among the best in the nation. 
Looking for open, country roads? We’ve 
got ‘em, complete with grazing cows in the 
distance for that true Midwest experience. Or, 
if you prefer the feeling of being in the woods 

while on a dedicated trail, bike through forests 
that canopy the roadway and take you along 
the sandy shore of the Great Lakes. 

Mountain biking 
Think you’re extreme? Give Wisconsin 
mountain biking a try. Our rolling hills make 
for intense off-roading adventures. Plus 
Wisconsin’s landscape takes you to beautiful 
places you can’t see from the road. The 
forests are dense and you’ll find yourself 
riding in a tunnel of trees. Hope you like the 
smell of mixed pines, spruce, birch, oak and 
maple, because that fragrance dominates 
these trails. 

Ask any devoted bicyclist and they’ll tell 
you straight: Wisconsin is a great state for 
cycling. But it’s more than just our miles of 
well-groomed trails and beautiful scenery. 
Our active state advocacy group, the Bicycle 
Federation of Wisconsin is dedicated to 
funding the sport. Wisconsin’s cycling 
reputation is so strong that its southwest 
corridor was included in Chicago’s bid for 
the 2016 Summer Olympics. And Wisconsin 
routinely ranks in the Top 10 of bike friendly 
states by the League of American Bicyclists. 

Riding cliffside, cruising wide-open country roads, and dodging pines in a 1.5 million acre forest – this 
is Wisconsin biking. You haven’t biked some of the country’s greatest trails until you’ve biked our state. 
Currently ranked as one of the top 10 biking states by the League of American Bicyclists, Wisconsin is well 
known and recognized by cyclists across the globe. A favorite among bicycle manufacturers, companies such 
as Trek, Pacific Cycle and Saris love the combination of the state’s urban and country landscape and sports 
culture and have since built their businesses here. With that, let us guide you through the essential spots to 
tear it up in Wisconsin. 

Let the good times roll

Not to brag, or anything but...
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If you know a thing or two about Wisconsin 
biking, you know that southwest Wisconsin 
is the top dog of biking in the state. This 
Driftless region of Wisconsin was completely 
bypassed by glaciers during the glacial 
period thousands of years ago. The result: 
a landscape of scenic hills, verdant valleys, 
and panoramic ridges. Bordered on the north 
by the Wisconsin River and on the west by 
the Mississippi, this area is unlike any other 
place in Wisconsin.  

The Trails: 
The Cycle Southwest Wisconsin bike trail has a 
total of 28 loops, so you’ve got your work 
cut out for you. But it’s the history of these 
trails that makes them interesting. Back when 
farms were receiving milk from a truck, dirt 
roads caused the bottles to break. The solution 
was to pave dozens of roads to get the milk 
delivered to and from farms safely. 

Now these roads are for the most part 
abandoned, which makes for amazing back 
country bike routes. Hammer the River Loop, 
the shorter loop at 17 miles and a completely 
flat ride, or the 70-mile Badger Camp Loop, 
one of the longest bike rides in southwest 
Wisconsin.

Passing through 10 states total, Wisconsin 
claims more than 250 miles of the 
Mississippi River. These miles are steeped 
in natural resources, history and recreational 
activities. In recognition of this, the Federal 
Highway Administration named Wisconsin’s 
Great River Road a National Scenic Byway 
in 2001. Biking hot spots on the trail 
include Trempeleau County and La Crosse, 
where stunning vistas can be found along 
a road etched in limestone bluffs. While in 
the area, hike to the top of 40-foot Maiden 
Rock Bluff along the Mississippi Flyway 
or head to Wyalusing State Park. Or, tour 
the Mississippi backwaters with a cruise. 
And not to brag or anything, but the Great 
River Road passes through more than 50 
local parks and beaches, 12 state and three 
national recreational resources. 

The Trails: 
We know you’ll rate the Great River Road 
Bikeway/Mississippi River Trail high on the scale 
of bike-awesomeness. Located primarily 
between Prescott and Prairie du Chien, some 
of the trail follows the actual WIS 35 (Great 
River Road) and some of it is on county 
roads. This biking area is not for the faint at 
heart. Most of the route clings to a narrow 
ledge between bluffs on the east and a drop 
on the west to the Mississippi River below. 

Railing this route is a pure adrenaline rush 
like you’ve never felt. 

If you had only one day in Wisconsin 
and only a few hours to bike a trail, the 
Elroy-Sparta would be on our list of must-
bike trails. The most well-known and first 
of the “Rails-to-Trails,” this 32-mile long 
trail is located on the abandoned Chicago 
and North Western Railroad bed. It passes 
through the Hidden Valleys Country and a 
portion of the un-glaciated areas – putting 
Mother Nature’s handiwork in your face. 

The 400 Trail is located between Reedsburg 
and Elroy. Developed on an abandoned 
Chicago and North Western Railroad bed 
(see the theme here?), it was named for the 
Chicago and North Western passenger train 
that traveled the 400 miles between Chicago 
and Minneapolis/St. Paul in 400 minutes.  
The trail features packed limestone 
screenings and bridges for a smooth biking 
surface, so you won’t biff out here. 
Wetlands, sandstone bluffs, rolling fields  
and pastures are just a few of the scenes 
you’ll bike through as you crisscross the 
Baraboo River. 

The La Crosse River State Trail is 21-miles and 
links between the Elroy-Sparta State Trail 
and the Great River State Trail. It also was 
developed from an abandoned Chicago 
and North Western Railroad bed between 
Sparta and La Crosse, and its views include 
prairies, farmlands, trout streams, forests 
and wetlands. More packed limestone here 
for a smooth ride. 

DRIFTLESS REGION/ 
CYCLE SOUTHWEST

GREAT RIVER ROAD/ 
TREMPELEAU/LA CROSSE
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Seated in an isthmus between two glacial 
lakes, Wisconsin’s capital is known among 
bikers as one of the most bike-friendly cities 
in the nation. When you’re in Madison, 
make sure to take in the vibe of the entire 
city. State Street, a central pedestrian 
thoroughfare, connects the University of 
Wisconsin to the State Capitol Building, with 
several blocks of ethnic and local restaurants 
and eclectic shops and boutiques, with 
the Madison Museum of Contemporary 
Art in between. The famous Dane County 
Farmer’s Market, named one of the best 
farmer’s markets in the country by the 
Huffington Post, makes an appearance every 
Wednesday and Saturday. 

The Trails: 
Bike “friendly” is an understatement in 
Madison. You don’t need a trail map to bike 
this city, just hop on your bike and enjoy. 
There are dozens of bike paths around the 
lakes to follow and tons of places to saddle 
up and grab a refreshing drink. Don’t have 
a bike? Check out B-cycle, Madison’s next 
generation bike sharing system. Sponsored 
by Trek, Madison B-Cycle offers 35 stations 
and 350 bikes in the downtown and UW-
Madison campus area to make it easy to 
enjoy this bike-friendly town. Twenty-four 
hour, seven-day and annual memberships 
are available.

However, if you want to get out and feel 
the pavement beneath your tires just a little 
more, check out the 40-mile Military Ridge 
Trail. Located in Iowa and Dane counties, 

the trail connects Dodgeville and Madison 
by way of an 1855 military route. The trail 
runs along the southern borders of Governor 
Dodge and Blue Mound state parks passing 
by agricultural lands, woods, wetlands 
and prairies. There are several observation 
platforms adjacent to the trail for viewing 
wildlife and the surroundings. The Badger 

State Trail is a “Rails-to-Trails” trail extending 
from Fitchburg, a suburb of Madison, all 
the way to the Illinois state line. With a 
quarter of a mile tunnel considered to be 
the darkest trail tunnel in Wisconsin, and 
the distinction of being the only inter-state 
trail in Wisconsin, the 40-mile Badger State 
Trail is one of the most popular. And for the 
tunnel – bike lights are a must.

Pine trees, fresh air, forests to camp and 
lakes to fish. This is what you picture when 
you think authentic Wisconsin vacation, 
right? Journey to Wisconsin’s waterfalls 
with a trip to Copper Falls State Park. Hike 
to see ancient lava flows, deep gorges and 
spectacular views. Covering more than 1.5 
million acres, the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest offers more than 400 
miles of hiking trails, 51 campgrounds, 
39 picnic areas, and 24 designated 
swimming beaches. Also running through 
the heart of the northwestern portion of the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest is the 
Great Divide National Scenic Byway, a 29-
mile stretch between Glidden and Hayward 
where motorists can take in the scenery. 
Head west and explore the St. Croix National 
Scenic Riverway. This 150-mile wonder 
stretches all the way along the western 
Wisconsin border from Prescott to Cable. 

The Trails:
We might not have true mountains here 
in Wisconsin, but lets just say our off-road 
trails will take you to new heights. 

America’s largest mountain bike racing series 
calls Wisconsin home. WORS (Wisconsin Off 
Road Series) hosts 12 biking events each year 
at trails and parks around the state which 
draws anywhere from hundreds to thousands 
of participants and spectators. With a rise in 
junior bikers, the event is family-friendly and 
draws in crowds from all over the U.S., not 
just Wisconsin.

The CAMBA Mountain Bike Trails are an off-road 
mountain biker’s dream. The CAMBA system 
(which stands for the Chequamegon Area 
Mountain Bike Association) consists of more 
than 300 miles of marked and mapped 
routes throughout Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest. Throughout Bayfield and 
Sawyer County, the trail system is ideal 
for sampling forest beauty (and catching 
some air) with some authentic Northwoods 
resorts and restaurants nearby. A recent 
completion of a final two-mile segment now 
connects the communities of Hayward, 
Seeley and Cable for a total of 44 miles of 
interconnected singletrack trails.

The Gandy Dancer Trail is a 98-mile recreational 
trail that follows the old Minneapolis, St. 
Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad grade 
from St. Croix Falls north to Superior. The 
trail passes through old mining towns 
including Centuria, Milltown, Luck, Frederic 
and Lewis. The short distances between 
these towns makes the Gandy Dancer Trail 
a user-friendly trail with easy access for 
accommodations and dining. As for the 
somewhat strange name, it comes from the 
Gandy Tool Company that manufactured 
tools to build the old railroad. Often crews 
used mechanical cadences to synchronize 
the swinging of their hand tools – which led 
to a “dancing” effect.
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Beer made Milwaukee famous, but the 
entertainment, festivals and outdoor 
recreation keep people coming back (though 
a drink or two definitely sweetens the deal). 
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan 
in southeastern Wisconsin, it’s the perfect 
balance of old and new. The city is home to 
old craft breweries, new modern museums 
and top-notch accommodations and dining. 
Among the city’s gems are the Milwaukee 
Art Museum and the Calatrava expansion, 
which has garnered international acclaim, 
Miller Park stadium and the Harley-Davidson 
Museum. And perhaps you’ve heard about 
a little beer called Miller? Milwaukee has 
a rich beer history and a trip to the city 
wouldn’t be complete without a tour of one 
of Brew City’s many breweries. Also known 
as the “City of Festivals,” Milwaukee offers 
top ethnic and music festivals year-round.

The Trails:
Milwaukee’s urban bike trails are easily 
accessible from multiple locations in the 
city. The Oak Leaf Trail is one of these; the 
trail features 114 miles of multiple loops 
through all the major parkways and parks 
in the Milwaukee County parks system. 

Loops are composed of off-road paved trails, 
park drives, and municipal streets where 
necessary to ensure continuity.

The 30-mile paved Ozaukee Interurban Trail 
connects historic downtowns including 
Cedarburg and Port Washington, with 
natural landscapes. You’ll find yourself 
winding through everything from city streets, 
to scenic hardwoods and farmlands, with 
views of the Milwaukee River and even  
Lake Michigan. 

In Franklin, just outside of Milwaukee, biking 
has just gone from extreme to out of this 
world. The grand opening of the Rock Complex 
this past July has brought “Gravity Biking” 
to Milwaukee. Built on an old ski hill, gravity 
biking uses the gravity from the steep ski 
slope to propel mountain bikers down hill 
– and this is the only gravity bike trail in 
the Midwest. Various jumps and obstacles 
make it even more intense as you reach 
new heights and speeds. Once you’re at 
the bottom, you and your bike can take the 
ski-lift back up and go again, and again. The 
Rock Complex also has 7-miles of mountain 
biking trails, rents bike and protective gear, 
and offers other sporting activities such as 
baseball and volleyball.

We have some great lakes in Wisconsin. 
Literally, we have two; Lake Michigan to the 
east and Lake Superior to the north. Lake 
Michigan offers some killer recreational 
opportunities in the towns that sit on its 
shores. From Kenosha in the south all the 
way up to the Door Peninsula, these cities 
and towns all have one thing in common: 
shoreline so spectacular, you forget it’s a 
lake. Whether you’re enjoying North Beach 
in Racine, one of the top beaches in the 
country, or surfing in Sheboygan (yes, we 
said surfing), or catching some big time fish 
in Milwaukee, you’re bound to find fun along 
Lake Michigan’s shores.  
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The Trails:
For some true lakeshore biking, head to 
Manitowoc and Two Rivers. The Mariner’s 
Trail is the longest continuous scenic view 
of Lake Michigan in Wisconsin. The six-
mile paved trail connects Manitowoc and 
Two Rivers, hugging the scenic shore of 
Lake Michigan. 

The Rawley Point Recreational Trail has 
a hard-packed limestone base and 
connects Two Rivers with Point Beach 
State Forest. The six-mile trail winds 
through pine and hemlock forests, dunes 
and fields. 

Between the trails, you’ll travel a route 
from the Two Rivers Harbor, near several 
museums, through the east side historic 
district and along the expansive beach of 
Neshotah Park.
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Take a training trip
We know you like to pack on those miles. 
Take a break from your normal route and 
put a kink in your routine. Wisconsin is the 
perfect location to get in all those miles that 
your triathlon-training program requires of 
you. Bike 30 miles one day along the bluffs 
of the Mississippi River, then bike 20 the 
next day up the gorgeous Lake Michigan 
shoreline or among the hills of the Driftless 
Area in southwest Wisconsin.  

Tour de Wisconsin
Experience your own Tour de France in 
Wisconsin by hitting the roadways of Blue 
Mounds. This area is best known for its 
annual Horribly Hilly Hundreds ride – three 
routes, two county tours, one result: a 
painfully fun, must-do biking experience. 
Blue Mounds was chosen as the site for 
bicycling events in Chicago’s bid for the 
2016 Olympics. Chicago didn’t get the 
Olympics but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
get an Olympic ride. 

Home of Headquarters
It is no coincidence Trek, Pacific Cycle and 
Saris all have made Wisconsin their home. 
Our landscape and “biking belongs here” 
mind frame inspired these companies. Come 
find out for yourself why Wisconsin is the 
perfect place for biking companies… and 
bikers alike. 

Bikes, Beer and Breathtaking Views 
If you can’t make it to Switzerland do 
the next best thing: Take the Sugar River 

State Trail to 
“America’s Little 
Switzerland” 
in New Glarus, 
home of the 
New Glarus 
Brewing 
Company. The 
23-mile rail-trail 
crosses the 
Little Sugar 
and the Sugar 
rivers, and 
travels through 
rolling hills and 
the farming 
communities 
of Monticello, 
Albany, and 
into Brodhead 

in the southeast. 
This trail offers stops in little towns along 
the way that welcome visitors and offers 
a chance to take a break and soak up the 
amazing views of wildlife, covered bridges, 
lowlands and streams.

The other “bike ride”
Sure Wisconsin is known as a motorcyclist’s 
dream, with country roads, great scenery 
and of course, Harley-Davidson. But save 
the gas and put some miles on your bicycle 
instead.  

Racing
CycloCross, road racing, and mountain 
bike racing rides take place regularly 
in Wisconsin. The Wisconsin Cycling 
Association (WCA) has multiple CycloCross 
races throughout the state. And the 
Wisconsin Off-Road Series (WORS) is 
America’s largest state mount biking racing 
series with 12 events held annually. From 
the Cross the Domes race in Milwaukee 
to the Wigwam Mountain Bike challenge, 
racers coming to Wisconsin have every 
opportunity to push that pedal and win  
a medal!

Experience the Kettle Bells
Enjoy the landscape of the Kettle Moraine 
bike trails. The biggest attraction of the 
Muir and Carlin trails is their challenging 
terrain of the beautiful Kettle Moraine State 
Forest. These one-way trails make the 
experience seem almost private. You may 
pass or be passed by a few people, but you 
won’t believe you’re sharing the trails with 
a thousand other riders. The rugged terrain, 
hills and kettle-like depressions make for 
some tough riding, and may not be for 
everyone. 

 
Out of the Ordinary Biking
Here’s something that’s not weather-
dependent for all those amateur athletes 
out there: Ray’s Indoor Mountain Bike Park 
in Milwaukee. The second such park in 
the country, it is a place to train and build 
skills all year round. Ray’s features more 
than 110,000 square feet of tracks and 
obstacles, all in a controlled environment for 
all bikers including cross country, free ride, 
gravity, dirt jump and BMX. Another unique 
cycling attraction is the Washington Park 
Velodrome in Kenosha. The “Washington 
Bowl” is the oldest operating velodrome in 
the United States and features exciting races 
all summer long.
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You want bike events? We have bike events. 
In the course of a season, more than 300 
bicycle events and rides take place in 
Wisconsin.  Here’s a sampling of some tours 
and fun rides: 

• October 5, 2013: Apple Affair Bike Tour  
(http://www.galesvillewi.com/bike.html), Galesville

This tour takes riders on a trip around 
Galesville’s apple orchards. Rides range from 
20 to 60 miles.

• October 5, 2013: Tour de Cheese  
(www.bbbsgreencounty.org), Monroe

Bike from cheese factory to cheese factory 
during an easy 15-mile or more challenging 
47-mile tour. 

• May 17, 2014: Cable Area Off-Road Classic (www.
cable4fun.com), Cable

This extremely difficult single-track 20- to 
25-mile race is for only the toughest of 
competitors.

• May - Oct 2014: Wisconsin Off-Road Series (WORS) 
race events (www.wors.org)

A total of 12 WORS events are held 
throughout the state each year through 
October.

• June 2014: Menomonie Gran Fondo and Spectator 
Rides (www.naturevalleybicyclefestival.com/gran_
fondo), Menomonie

Enjoy riding among the rolling hills and 
bicycle-friendly roads of western Wisconsin 
with any of the 15- to 89-mile race routes.

• June 1, 2014: United Performing Arts Fund (UPAF) 
Ride for the Arts (events.upaf.org/ride), Milwaukee 

The Ride for the Arts is one of the nation’s 
largest one-day recreational bike rides with 
over 7,000 participants biking five to 75 
miles each year.

• June 7, 2014: Trek 100: A Ride for Hope  
(www.trek100.org), Waterloo

The 19- to 100-mile Trek 100 is in its 
23rd year of fighting childhood cancer, 
with proceeds going to the MACC (Midwest 
Athletes Against Childhood Cancer) Fund.

• June 2014: Horribly Hilly Hundreds  
(www.horriblyhilly.com), Blue Mounds 

The 100K-200K Horribly Hilly prides itself 
on being “The Toughest One-Day Challenge 
Ride in the Midwest.”

• June 21-28, 2014: The Great Annual Bicycle 
Adventure Along the Wisconsin River (GRABAAWR) 
(www.bikewisconsin.com), Madison

Take in the outstanding views stretching 
along the 427 miles of the Wisconsin River.

• July 19-20, 2014: Scenic Shore 150 Bike Tour  
(www.lls.org/wi/ss150), Manitowoc

This two-day, 150-mile tour isn’t all hard 
work – participants celebrate the finish with 
a party on the beach in Sturgeon Bay. 

• July 2014: Wausau 24 (www.wausau24.com), 
Wausau

A 24-hour mountain bike race? How 
Wisconsin!

• August 2-8, 2014: Schramm’s Annual Great Bicycle 
Ride Across Wisconsin (SAGBRAW)  
(www.bikewisconsin.com), Madison

The SAGBRAW is Wisconsin’s oldest cross-
state bike tour – a great way to see the state.

• Sept. 2014: Top of the World Ride  
(www.ridebctc.com), Trempealeau

You’ll know why it’s called Top of the World 
– the 15- to 40-mile rides are worth  
the view.

• Sept. 12-14, 2014: Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival 
(www.cheqfattire.com), Cable

Set in the gorgeous Northwoods in fall, 
part of the 40-mile route travels over the 
American Birkebeiner ski trail.

• Sept. 27, 2014: Fall Color Bike Festival  
(www.fallcolorfestival.org), Eagle

This annual five- to 30-mile mountain-bike 
ride is held during peak fall color season at 
the state’s popular John Muir trail.

• Sept. 2014: Colorama Tour  
(www.merrillparkandrec.com), Merrill

This annual tour features a 10-mile family 
ride and more challenging 30- and 50-mile 
rides in Kitchenette Park.

For media inquiries, please contact Lisa Marshall at 608.267.3773, lmarshall@travelwisconsin.com or visit the media website travelwisconsin.com
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We get it. You’re the “outdoorsy” type. Well, 
that’s just fine by us because in Wisconsin, 
there is always something to do outside, 
no matter the season. Visitors and natives 
of the state can experience the outdoors of 
Wisconsin at any skill or experience level, 
with activities ranging from hiking and 
golfing to snowshoeing and skiing. Here 
is a sampling of some of the best outdoor 
recreation in the state: 

Paddling
One of the best ways to enjoy the natural 
beauty of Wisconsin is along its shorelines, 
riverbanks and lakes. Paddlers can choose 
from whitewater or flat-water canoeing, 
kayaking and rafting. Although the Wolf, 
Flambeau and Peshtigo are considered to be 
some of the Midwest’s top whitewater rivers, 
they represent just a small portion of the 
opportunities for canoeists and kayakers. The 
Apostle Islands sea caves are a kayaker’s 
paradise and draw paddling enthusiasts 
to Lake Superior’s southern shore. The 
Kickapoo River and areas around the lower 
portion of the state are also very popular. 
Whichever paddle sport is of interest, 
watercraft rentals are available in many 
areas along Wisconsin rivers and lakes, and 
numerous outfitters offer instruction, guided 
tours and river information. 

Boating
Wisconsin is a great place for pleasure 
boaters, thanks to more than 15,000 inland 
lakes, 43,000 miles of rivers and 650 miles 
of Great Lakes shoreline. The state also 
boasts many public launch ramps, lots of 
hospitable marina and harbor facilities and 
fish stocking done by the Department of 
Natural Resources. However, the enjoyment 
of Wisconsin’s lush marine environment 
isn’t limited to those who own a powerboat, 
sailboat, kayak or canoe. Residents and 
visitors alike can enjoy Wisconsin’s waters 
from one of the state’s many tour boats. 
From paddle-wheelers and pontoons to 
sailing vessels, catamarans and excursion 
boats – even amphibious “ducks” – 
Wisconsin boat tours are a great way to take 
in the state’s impressive scenery.  

Ziplining 

Ziplining is becoming a staple throughout 
Wisconsin. We like it because it combines 
an adrenaline pumping activity with 
Wisconsin’s colorful outdoors. Ziplines are 
found throughout the state in Door County, 
Wisconsin Dells, Lake Geneva and coming 
soon, Minocqua.  Northwoods Zip Line, 
which will open in summer 2014, will 
last two hours and include seven zips, the 
longest of which will be 1,000 feet long 
and fly over a small lake for spectacular 
Northwoods views. The whole park will 
be built on 110 acres. At the Lake Geneva 
Canopy Tours guests start with a two hour 
canopy tour through the tree tops, and to 

end, they strap in for the dual racing zipline 
tour where you can race others on a 1,200 
foot zipline reaching up to 45 miles per hour.   

Surfing

No need to travel to the West Coast to 
catch big waves. Wisconsin is known for its 
freshwater surfing on Lake Michigan and 
Lake Superior. Come end of August through 
mid-April, the waves on the Great Lakes are 
ideal for riding. Gale winds and the worst 
winter storms don’t keep surfers away in 
November and December – paddling through 
33-degree weather to surf the Wisconsin 
waves gives freshwater surfers their edge. 
Sheboygan on Lake Michigan is known as 
the “Malibu of the Midwest”. 

Fishing

If you thought you had to fly to Canada 
for big-time musky action, or head to 
the Pacific Northwest to catch coho 
and chinook, think again. Both angling 
experiences can be achieved in Wisconsin. 
With more than 10,000 miles of trout 
streams, and plentiful musky waters in 
the Northwoods region, Wisconsin is a 
fisherman’s paradise. In Lake Michigan, 
steelhead and brown trout also have 
seasonal spawning patterns and offer 
similar opportunities similar to coho  
and chinook.
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Golfing
Golfing is not, we repeat not, just a summer-
only activity. In fact, golfing through the fall 
months as late as November guarantees 
some gorgeous fall color views. And it’s 
never too hard to find a tee time, as 
Wisconsin has one of the highest ratios of 
courses to golfers in the nation. Wisconsin 
is home to Wild Rock Golf Club, a 7,414-
yard Hurdzan/Fry design that was laid 
out to take advantage of the area’s rolling 
hills, plentiful water, and limestone bluffs 
and outcroppings. Hurdzan calls this “one 
of the top 10 we’ve ever done.” Hurdzan/
Fry also had their hand in designing Erin 
Hills, which has been selected for the 2017 
U.S. Open. Wisconsin features many more 
championship courses as well - including 
some designed by the Masters, Arnold 
Palmer, Gary Player and Lee Trevino.  

Among the state’s top courses are 
Blackwolf Run in Kohler (site of the 2012 
U.S. Women’s Open); Erin Hills near 
Hartford (site of the 2011 U.S. Amateur 
Championship and 2017 U.S. Open); 
Whistling Straits in Sheboygan (site of the 
2010 PGA Championship and 2007 U.S. 
Senior Open); Brown Deer in Milwaukee; 

Northern Bay in Arkdale; The Bull at 
Pinehurst Farms in Sheboygan Falls; Troy 
Burne in Hudson; Coldwater Canyon in 
Wisconsin Dells; University Ridge in Verona; 
Grand Geneva and Geneva National in 
Lake Geneva; and Wild Rock Golf Club at 
Wilderness Resort in Wisconsin Dells.  

Hiking
Switch from two wheels to two feet and 
take on Wisconsin’s hiking trails. One 
of the state’s most popular destinations 
is Door County’s Peninsula State Park, 
which features 20 miles of trails through 
hardwood forests and along towering 
limestone bluffs. Blue Mound State Park 
in Blue Mounds is a favorite hiking spot 
in southwestern Wisconsin. Set atop the 

westernmost of two mounds, walkers 
trudge through wooded trails, including 
the Military Ridge State Trail, and see 
spectacular views of the countryside 
from the park’s perch, the highest point 
in southern Wisconsin. The Wisconsin 
Ice Age Trail, a thousand-mile-long trail 
located entirely within Wisconsin, offers 
some of the best scenery in the state. 
Hikers can travel through spruce bogs, 
tamaracks and marshes of remnant 
prairies, stand atop the beds of glacial 
lakes and streams, walk across freshly 
tended beaver dams and visit the sites of 
former lumber camps.  

Green Bay Packers Game/Lambeau  
Field Tour
Nothing says Wisconsin like attending a 
Green Bay Packers football game. Our 
championship team has been around for 
90 years, which means a pretty fascinating 
sports history for all you history buffs. If 
you make it to a game, it’s bound to be an 
unforgettable experience. And, if you’re a 
true fan you must wear a foam cheese hat. 
While in Titletown, check out the Packers 
Hall of Fame where you’ll see four Super 
Bowl trophies and a re-creation of Vince 
Lombardi’s office. You can also take a 
stadium tour of Lambeau Field, a great way 
to see the stadium’s new expansion and 
behind-the-scenes areas. Tours are held 
every day on a first come, first serve basis. 

Cross Country Skiing
Wisconsin is known as an international 
Mecca for cross-country skiers, thanks to the 
state’s hilly, rolling countryside and plentiful 
forests that are ideal for the sport. With 45+ 
inches of annual snowfall, 250 cross-country 
ski facilities and more than 700 miles of 
groomed trails, Wisconsin has plenty to 
offer Nordic ski enthusiasts. The famous 
American Birkebeiner takes place every 
February and is the nation’s largest and 
most prestigious cross-country ski marathon. 
Thousands of cross-country skiers compete 
approximately 51 kilometers from Cable to 
the city of Hayward, drawing thousands of 
skiers and spectators from all over the world. 

For media inquiries, please contact Lisa Marshall at 608.267.3773, lmarshall@travelwisconsin.com or visit the media website travelwisconsin.com
To learn more about Wisconsin, travelers can also visit travelwisconsin.com
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When you think Wisconsin, you might think 
beer, brats and cheese. Well, there’s more 
than that here, but we can’t ignore the fact 
that we’re just so good at making these 
products. Take for instance, our craft beer 
industry. Wisconsin’s brewing history dates 
back to 1835, 13 years before Wisconsin 
even became a state. Today, there are more 
than 70 brew pubs, craft breweries and 
macro breweries across the state. Many 
of them are capturing awards at national 
beer festivals. It also shouldn’t come as a 
surprise that Wisconsin is the home of the 
National Brewery Museum. Beer enthusiasts 
looking to do their own taste tests of some 
of Wisconsin’s award winning brews can 
use this list as a starting point. They can 
also visit TravelWisconsin.com to check out 
brewery itineraries, that include dining and 
lodging recommendations.

1. National Brewery Museum 
Potosi www.potosibrewery.com/museums 
608.763.4002

The National Brewery Museum is a joint 
venture between the American Breweriana 
Association and the Potosi Brewery 
Foundation. This world-class national 
brewery museum showcases the artifacts 
and memories of America’s breweries. 
The National Brewery Museum is located 
within the historical setting of the Potosi 
Brewing Company building – they operated 
this building from 1852 to 1972 and after 
relocating, the museum came in. Learn more 
about American breweries, enjoy a cold 
Potosi beer or soda from the restored Potosi 
Brewery and grab lunch or dinner at the 
Potosi Brewery restaurant or beer garden. 

2. Lakefront Brewery 
Milwaukee www.lakefrontbrewery.com 414.372.8800

Lakefront Brewery, located in the Milwaukee 
neighborhood of Riverwest, is full of 
Milwaukee charm and award-winning beers. 
The microbrewery’s acclaimed Organic ESB 
is one of the few beers in the world to use 
only 100 percent organic hops and grains. 
Expert tour guides offer samples of the 
suds – beer or root beer – as visitors learn 
firsthand how Lakefront makes its fine beers. 
Don’t miss the fun, Friday night fish fry – 
complete with a live polka band and the 
beer from the on-site brewery.

3. Sprecher Brewing Co. 
Milwaukee www.sprecherbrewery.com 414.964.2739

Milwaukee’s first microbrewery since 
Prohibition, Sprecher Brewing Co., fire-
brews more than 20 award-winning beers 
and eight gourmet sodas in handmade 
brew kettles. Sprecher’s gourmet soda has 
also won accolades – The New York Times 
selected its root beer as No. 1 after testing 
25 different root beers. Tours and tastings of 
beer and soda are offered throughout  
the week. 

4. New Glarus Brewery Co. 
New Glarus www.newglarusbrewing.com 608.527.5850

Perhaps you’ve heard of one of Wisconsin’s 
most beloved beers, Spotted Cow (a fitting 
name, we know). It’s brewed in the rolling 
hills of southwestern Wisconsin at the New 
Glarus Brewery Co., which celebrates its 
20th birthday this year. Awarded No. 17 on 
the list of Top 50 Craft Brewing Companies 
in the U.S. in 2012 by the Brewers 
Association, visitors to New Glarus Brewery 
can take self-guided tours of the state-of-
the-art brewery for free. Pick up a couple of 
six-packs on your way out as New Glarus 
beer is only available in Wisconsin.

5. Capital Brewery Co. 
Middleton www.capital-brewery.com 608.836.7100

Capital Brewery Co., located near Madison, 
has award winning beer. Four of their 
brews won awards at the 2012 U.S. Open 
Beer Championships. Tours take visitors 
throughout the brewery and provide a history 
of the brewery that started in 1984. After 
the tour, visitors can stop by the Bier Stube 
or outdoor bier garden to enjoy one of the 
brewery’s 15 annual, seasonal and limited 
release beers.

For media inquiries, please contact Lisa Marshall at 608.267.3773, lmarshall@travelwisconsin.com or visit the media website travelwisconsin.com
To learn more about Wisconsin, travelers can also visit travelwisconsin.com
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6. Minhas Craft Brewery 
Monroe www.minhasbrewery.com 608.325.3191

Beer enthusiasts can head to Monroe and 
tour the Minhas Craft Brewery. Located in 
this quaint Swiss town since 1845, beer, 
ales and lagers are handcrafted in small 
batches, and more than 20 million pints of 
beer are at different stages of finish at all 
times in the brewery. 

7. Stevens Point Brewery 
Stevens Point www.pointbeer.com 715.344.9310

Established in 1857, it is one of the oldest 
continuously operating breweries in the 
country. Tour and sampling available. 

8. Titletown Brewery 
Green Bay www.titletownbrewing.com 920.437.BEER

Housed in the former Chicago & North 
Western Railway Dousman Street Depot, 
this microbrewery has claimed medals at 
the 2008 and 2009 Great American Beer 
Festival. It’s a popular destination for Packer 
fans before and after the game.

 

9. Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing Co. 
Chippewa Falls www.leinie.com 715.723.5557

Five generations of Leinenkugels have 
brewed beer at the seventh-oldest brewery 
in the United States that today features 
seven year-round and four seasonal brews. 
The 143-year-old brewery is also home to 
Leinie Lodge, a rustic visitors center and 
gathering place for fans of Leinenkugel’s 
fine, handcrafted beers.

10. MillerCoors’ Milwaukee Brewery Tour 
Milwaukee www.millercoors.com  
414.931.BEER

This brewery is home to more than 150 
years of brewing history. The free, one-
hour indoor/outdoor guided tour seamlessly 
blends the rich history of MillerCoors with 
the modern age technology of today’s 
brewing process.

Feeling like you want to tour a city while 
enjoying a cold beer? Luckily, you can pedal 
(we know you can do it, after all, you’ve 
got the leg muscles of a cyclist) your way 
through Wisconsin’s two largest cities while 
sipping a cold one. 

11. Milwaukee Pedal Tavern 
Milwaukee www.pedaltavern.com 414.405.6682

Milwaukee’s own “tavern” is actually a 
16-person bike that can be rented out by the 
hour for a different take on the pub crawl. 
Picture this: A pedal tavern driver steers for 
the night as bikers sit and pedal through 
a set route. Each bar stop on the route 
features drink specials only for bikers. Bike 
season starts around St. Patrick’s Day and 
runs through Halloween.  

12. Capitol Pedaler 
McFarland http://www.capitolpedaler.com  
608-513-3882

The Capitol Pedaler is a unique bicycle built 
for 14. It was purchased from a Dutchman 
in Amsterdam for eco-friendly pedal-powered 
fun in the greater Madison area. It holds 
up to 14 passengers with a Capitol Pedaler 
driver in the front. 
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When it comes to culinary experiences in 
Wisconsin, there are some pretty unique to 
our state. Other states only wish they could 
have brats like ours, or cheese too.  But 
did you know that Wisconsin is the nation’s 
largest producer of cranberries? Wisconsin 
is also home to the “Bratwurst Capital of 
America.” We perfected the cheese curd. 
See what we’re saying? When you come 
here, you will never leave hungry.  

Wine
Between Wisconsin Dells and Madison 
overlooking the Wisconsin River is the 
Wollersheim Winery in Prairie du Sac. It 
is one of the oldest wineries in the U.S. In 
2008, 150 years after the original winery 
building was built, the winery opened the 
first expansion dedicated to more visitor 
space. The 15,000 square foot addition 
includes tasting and shopping areas, as 
well as an expanded area for tours. The 
Bayfield Winery is located high on the hills 
overlooking the waters of Lake Superior. 
Among other Wisconsin wineries with 
tastings are Botham Vineyards in Barneveld, 

Door Peninsula Winery in Sturgeon Bay, 
Mason Creek Winery in Delafield and Stone’s 
Throw Winery in Egg Harbor.

Distilleries
Established in 2012, Death’s Door Distillery 
is the largest craft distillery in the state 
of Wisconsin. The distillery is located on 
Washington Island in Door County. While 
Washington Island was once known for its 
potato farming, the industry left the island in 
the 70s, forcing farmers to move elsewhere. 
Fast forward to 2005 when a small group 
of like-minded people began exploring 
reinvigorating farming on Washington Island. 
Armed with enough seed to plant five acres 
and enough know-how to get it done — 
brothers Tom and Ken Koyen began growing 
wheat on the island. What started as wheat 
to use as flour at the Washington Island 
Hotel has grown into a select specialty grain 
used in Capital Brewery’s Island Wheat Ale 
and all of Death’s Door Spirits products. 
Now you can stop by the distillery for 
tastings, tours, or to purchase your very own 
bottle of gin.

Great Lakes Distillery in Milwaukee prides 
themselves on doing it the old fashioned 
way. They achieve small batch products 
made with old-world methods – methods 
that result in products with great taste and 
personality. The distillery also makes unique 
products with local ingredients whenever 
possible, and they try to put a Wisconsin 
twist on everything. Located right in the 
heart of the city, distillery founder Guy 
Rehorst has built a world-class artisan 
distillery. Give the products a try and see 
for yourself what a true artisan distillery can 
do with old-fashioned craftsmanship. You 
deserve it. Cheers!  

Cheese
Large numbers of Swiss immigrants came 
to Wisconsin in the mid-19th century, 
many of them settling in what is now Green 
County. With them they brought their Swiss 

culture, which included the art of cheese- 
making. The town of Monroe, heralded as 
the nation’s Swiss Cheese Capitol, is home 
to the Historic Cheesemaking Center with 
exhibits highlighting both cheesemaking and 
the Swiss immigrants who built the industry 
here. It is also home to the Roth Kase 
USA, Ltd/Alp & Dell Cheesery and the only 
cheese factory in the United States that still 
makes limburger cheese. The Chalet Cheese 
Co-op in Monroe produces about 850,000 
pounds of limburger annually. Cheese lovers 
can also find factory tours throughout the 
state including Simon’s Specialty Cheese 
in Little Chute, Bass Lake Cheese Factory 
in Somerset, Beechwood Cheese Factory, 
Inc. in Beechwood, Carr Valley Cheese 
in La Valle, Widmer’s Cheese Cellars in 
Theresa and many others. Wisconsin’s 
artisanal cheeses have won numerous 
awards throughout the years at national and 
international festivals like the World Dairy 
Expo, World Cheese Awards and American 
Cheesemaker Awards, to name a few.

Cherries
Door County is the fourth-largest cherry 
producer in the nation with approximately 
2,000 acres of Montmorency (tart) cherry 
orchards. Cherries have been grown in Door 
County since the late 1800s; the moderating 
effect of the surrounding waters makes the 
peninsula’s climate ideal for cherries. All 
but about 100 acres of Wisconsin’s red 
cherry crop is grown in Door County. Harvest 
season goes from mid-July to mid-August, so 
be sure to pick your own cherries at places 
like Cherry Lane Orchards in Southern 
Door, Choice Orchards in Sturgeon Bay and 
Orchard County Winery & Market in Fish 
Creek. 

Cranberries
Wisconsin is the national leader in cranberry 
farming and produces more than 50 percent 
of the cranberries that Americans consume 
each year. And cranberries aren’t just for 
Thanksgiving anymore. At the Wisconsin 
Cranberry Discovery Center and Ice Cream 
Parlor in Warrens, visitors discover cranberry 
pies, cranberry relish, cranberry cream puffs, 
cranberry sauce, cranberry sherbet as well 
as amazingly unique and inventive cranberry 
ice cream flavors: “Cranberry Truffle,” 
“Cranberry Cheesecake” and “Chocolate 
Cranberry Caramel Swirl.”

Late September and early October are 
perfect times to visit the cranberry bogs, as 
they are at their brightest and most beautiful 
at harvest time. The Cranberry Highway 
self-guided auto tour is available for visitors 
interested in wildlife viewing. And, fall is 
a great time for a camping trip at Dexter 
County Park or biking along the companion 
Cranberry Trail.
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This time is also full of festivals, like the 
annual Cranberry Festival in Warrens, the 
largest cranberry festival in the world, 
welcoming over 100,000 visitors to 
cranberry country. Eagle River’s Cranberry 
Fest is also a large draw for visitors 
interested in trying cranberry brats, the 
World’s Largest Cranberry Cheesecake or 
some of the 12,000 pounds of cranberries 
sold during their weekend festivities.

Bratwurst
Sheboygan is known as the Bratwurst 
Capital of America, but bratwurst is 
ubiquitous all over Wisconsin. Around 1860, 
German immigrants came to the Sheboygan 
area, a port city with easy access to dense 
hardwood forests, and they brought their 
favorite sausage with them.  In the late 
1870s young German immigrant Frederick 
Usinger arrived in Milwaukee and soon 
opened Usinger’s, a nationally recognized 
family business devoted to the craft of 
sausage making. Today, Usinger’s makes 
more than 70 varieties of sausage and 
their “turn of the Century” sausage shop 
is a favorite of visitors to the city’s historic 
Old World Third Street. The shop is open 
to visitors Monday through Saturday, and 
is across the street from Mader’s authentic 
German restaurant, a must-see for visitors 
that has been voted the most famous 
German restaurant in North America.

Door County Fish Boils
The famous fish boil dinners in Door County 
originated on Swedish and Norwegian farms 
during the 19th century. Early Scandinavian 
settlers brought the tradition of cooking 
fresh whitefish outdoors on an open fire. 
The traditional fish boil includes potatoes, 
Swedish-style limpa bread and a slice of 
Door County cherry pie. But the fish boil is 
more than a meal; it’s a show. Fish oils rise 
to the surface of the boiling cauldron, and 
when the fish is perfectly done, the master 
boiler tosses a small amount of kerosene on 
the flames under the pot. The great burst of 
flames causes the boilover, spilling the fish 
oils over the side of the pot and leaving the 
fish perfectly done, steaming hot and ready 
to serve.

Friday Night Fish Fries

Go out to eat on a Friday night in Wisconsin 
and you’re likely to find the same two 
words across almost every restaurant’s 
menu and marquee: fish fry. Originally 
made from locally caught perch or walleye, 
Wisconsin fish fries now frequently feature 
cod or haddock, as well. Whatever the 
species, the recipe is generally the same, 
with the skinless fish fillets dipped in a 
beer batter and deep-fried, and then served 
with coleslaw, French fries and/or potato 
pancakes. A legacy of the brewery-owned 
taverns of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries and the state’s large German and 
Polish Catholic immigrant communities, fish 
fries can be found in restaurants, VFW halls 
and church basements from Kenosha  
to Superior.

Ice Cream
This is Wisconsin, America’s Dairyland so we 
suggest you take advantage of it. After burning 
all the calories from biking, you deserve to 
indulge in Wisconsin custard and ice cream. 

The Babcock Hall Dairy Store in Madison 
is renowned for its ice cream. The dairy 
plant and store have a long history at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Built in 

1951, the plant and store currently function 
as the oldest university dairy plant building 
in the United States. At any given time they 
have 20-25 flavors available to purchase 
and up to 22 of those flavors in the Dairy 
Store for tasting. 

The old-fashioned neon sign in front of 
Leon’s in Milwaukee reads “Home of the 
World’s Finest Frozen Custard,” and at the 
counter you’ll find just that. A Milwaukee 
landmark and the believed but never 
confirmed inspiration for Arnold’s Diner 
on “Happy Days,” Leon’s has been family 
owned and operated since 1942. Though 
it’s been around for years, little has changed 
at Leon’s. Serving up daily flavors like 
chocolate, vanilla and butter pecan plus a 
few rotating flavors each day, Leon’s has 
become a staple. Back in the 40s and 50s, 
entertainers traveling through Milwaukee 
started the trend. Leon’s has served up 
frozen custard to the Rolling Stones, Neil 
Diamond, and Wisconsin legend Bart Starr 
to name a few.

While in Door County, a stop at the 
106-year-old Wilson’s Ice Cream Parlor 
in Ephraim is a must. Serving up tasty 
ice cream treats topped with a trademark 
jellybean, Wilson’s takes visitors back in 
time. With their old-fashioned soda fountain 
and jukeboxes playing classics, guests can’t 
help but enjoy themselves while indulging in 
a home-brewed draft root beer, poured over 
ice cream of course!

Ice cream (and pet) lovers have made Flat 
Pennies Ice Cream in Bay City a top choice. 
Owner Jim Ross creates homemade soft-
serve ice cream in a little cabin next to a 
Soo Line Railroad caboose. Visitors traveling 
with pets can take advantage of the “pet 
rest stop,” a pet-friendly area where furry 
friends can stretch and enjoy a woof wafer. 
And bikers, riding the Great River Road trail, 
have been known to clip out of their cleats 
and enjoy a treat.

Kringle
And while it’s technically not a dessert, and 
more of a breakfast item, we have to give a 
nod to Wisconsin’s new official State Pastry. 
On June 30, 2013 kringle officially became 
Wisconsin’s state pastry. This distinctive 
oval-shaped, flaky Danish pastry with fruit 
and nut fillings has been a Racine County 
tradition since Danish immigrants brought 
it to Wisconsin in the mid 19th century. As 
such, some of the best kringle comes from 
Racine, “America’s Kringle Capital,” and 
has even been enjoyed by President Barack 
Obama when he traveled to Racine. A 
presidential seal of approval is good enough 
for us.
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